
50s and 60s music quiz questions with
answers
50s and 60s music quiz questions with answers are a fantastic way to test your knowledge
of a vibrant era in music history. The 1950s and 1960s were transformative decades,
marked by the rise of rock and roll, the birth of pop icons, and the emergence of various
musical genres that influenced countless artists in the years to come. This article will
provide a comprehensive set of quiz questions and answers that you can use to challenge
friends, family, or even yourself.

Overview of 50s and 60s Music

The music of the 1950s and 1960s is an eclectic mix of styles and genres, including rock
and roll, doo-wop, Motown, folk, and surf music. These decades saw legendary artists
emerge, such as Elvis Presley, The Beatles, and Aretha Franklin, whose contributions
changed the music landscape forever.

Key Genres and Artists

- Rock and Roll: Pioneered by artists like Chuck Berry, Little Richard, and Elvis Presley.
- Motown: A record label that became synonymous with soul music, featuring artists like
The Supremes, Marvin Gaye, and The Temptations.
- Folk Music: Gaining popularity through artists like Bob Dylan and Joan Baez.
- Surf Rock: Popularized by bands like The Beach Boys.

Quiz Questions and Answers

Let's dive into the questions! Each section will focus on a specific genre or aspect of music
from the 50s and 60s.

Rock and Roll Quiz Questions

1. Who is known as the "King of Rock and Roll"?
- Answer: Elvis Presley.

2. Which song is considered Chuck Berry's signature hit?
- Answer: "Johnny B. Goode."

3. What year did Elvis Presley first appear on the Ed Sullivan Show?
- Answer: 1956.



4. Which artist recorded the hit "Tutti Frutti"?
- Answer: Little Richard.

5. What was the name of Buddy Holly's band?
- Answer: The Crickets.

6. Which rock song begins with the lyrics "It's a one for the money, two for the show"?
- Answer: "Blue Suede Shoes" by Elvis Presley.

Motown and Soul Music Quiz Questions

1. Which city is known as the birthplace of Motown?
- Answer: Detroit, Michigan.

2. Who was the founder of Motown Records?
- Answer: Berry Gordy Jr.

3. Name the first Motown group to achieve a number one hit.
- Answer: The Marvelettes with "Please Mr. Postman."

4. Which song is a signature hit for Aretha Franklin?
- Answer: "Respect."

5. Which female group was known for hits like "You Can't Hurry Love" and "Baby Love"?
- Answer: The Supremes.

6. What song features the lyrics "I heard it through the grapevine"?
- Answer: Recorded by Marvin Gaye.

Folk Music Quiz Questions

1. Which artist is often credited with bringing folk music to a wider audience in the 1960s?
- Answer: Bob Dylan.

2. What is the title of Bob Dylan's 1965 hit that addresses social issues?
- Answer: "The Times They Are a-Changin'."

3. What festival held in 1969 was pivotal for folk and rock music?
- Answer: Woodstock.

4. Which song includes the lyrics "Where have all the flowers gone?"
- Answer: "Where Have All the Flowers Gone?" by Pete Seeger.

5. Who was Bob Dylan's famous contemporary and fellow folk singer known for her political
activism?
- Answer: Joan Baez.



6. Which folk singer-songwriter wrote "If I Had a Hammer"?
- Answer: Pete Seeger.

Pop and Rock Bands Quiz Questions

1. What was the name of the British band that famously landed in America in 1964?
- Answer: The Beatles.

2. Which Beatles album features the song "A Hard Day's Night"?
- Answer: "A Hard Day's Night" (soundtrack album).

3. Which band is known for the hit "Good Vibrations"?
- Answer: The Beach Boys.

4. What was the Beatles' first number one hit in the United States?
- Answer: "I Want to Hold Your Hand."

5. Who was the lead singer of The Rolling Stones?
- Answer: Mick Jagger.

6. Which British Invasion band had a hit with "You Really Got Me"?
- Answer: The Kinks.

Notable Events and Milestones

1. What year did Elvis Presley pass away?
- Answer: 1977.

2. Which event marked the beginning of the "British Invasion" in the U.S. music scene?
- Answer: The Beatles' appearance on The Ed Sullivan Show in 1964.

3. What was significant about the Woodstock Festival?
- Answer: It symbolized the counterculture movement of the 1960s and featured major
artists like Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin, and The Who.

4. What is the title of the famous song performed by Jimi Hendrix at Woodstock?
- Answer: "The Star-Spangled Banner."

5. Which singer was known as the "Queen of Soul"?
- Answer: Aretha Franklin.

6. In what year did the Beatles officially break up?
- Answer: 1970.



Final Thoughts

The 50s and 60s music quiz questions with answers offer an exciting way to explore the
rich history of music during these decades. Whether you're hosting a trivia night, engaging
with friends in a casual setting, or testing your own knowledge, these questions cover a
wide array of genres, artists, and historical moments that defined the music of the time. As
you dive into this vibrant musical era, you'll not only have fun but also gain a deeper
appreciation for the songs and artists that continue to influence musicians today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which band released the hit song 'I Want to Hold Your
Hand' in 1963?
The Beatles

What is the name of the famous music festival that took
place in 1969, featuring artists like Jimi Hendrix and
Janis Joplin?
Woodstock

Which singer is known as the 'Queen of Soul' and
released the song 'Respect' in 1967?
Aretha Franklin

Who was the lead singer of The Beach Boys, known for
their harmonies and surf music?
Brian Wilson

Which song by Elvis Presley became a major hit in 1956
and is often called his signature song?
Heartbreak Hotel

What was the title of the iconic 1965 Bob Dylan song
that became an anthem for the civil rights movement?
The Times They Are a-Changin'



Which influential Motown group was known for hits like
'My Girl' and 'Just My Imagination'?
The Temptations
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