
56 examples of formative assessment
Formative assessment plays a critical role in the educational landscape, serving as a
process that educators use to gather feedback on student learning and understanding
throughout the teaching process. Unlike summative assessments, which evaluate student
learning at the end of an instructional unit, formative assessments are ongoing and aimed
at improving the learning experience for students. By employing a variety of formative
assessment methods, teachers can better tailor their instruction to meet the diverse needs
of their students. This article will provide 56 examples of formative assessment strategies,
organized into several categories to facilitate understanding and application in the
classroom.

1. Observational Assessments

Observational assessments involve teachers watching and noting students’ behaviors,
skills, and understanding during learning activities.

1.1. Anecdotal Records
- Brief notes on student performance during a lesson.
- Can include observations of participation, engagement, and skills.

1.2. Learning Walks
- Teachers move around the classroom to observe and gather information on student
engagement and understanding.
- Can be used for peer observations among educators.

1.3. Informal Check-ins
- Quick, informal conversations with students about their understanding of the material.
- Can be conducted at various points during a lesson.

2. Questioning Techniques

Questioning is an effective way to gauge student understanding and prompt critical
thinking.

2.1. Think-Pair-Share
- Students think about a question, discuss with a partner, then share with the class.



- Encourages deeper thinking and peer feedback.

2.2. Socratic Seminars
- Students engage in a group discussion based on a text or topic.
- Focuses on open-ended questions to promote critical thinking.

2.3. Exit Tickets
- Students write down an answer to a specific question at the end of a lesson.
- Provides immediate feedback on student understanding.

3. Written Assessments

Written assessments can help teachers understand student progress and areas needing
improvement.

3.1. Journals and Learning Logs
- Students maintain a regular journal to reflect on their learning.
- Can include summaries, questions, and personal insights.

3.2. Concept Maps
- Students create visual representations of their understanding of a topic.
- Helps to clarify connections between concepts.

3.3. Quick Writes
- A timed writing exercise where students respond to a prompt.
- Useful for assessing understanding of a specific concept.

4. Peer Assessments

Peer assessments enable students to provide feedback to each other, fostering
collaboration and critical analysis.

4.1. Peer Review
- Students review and provide feedback on each other’s work.
- Encourages constructive criticism and collaborative learning.



4.2. Group Presentations
- Students work in groups to present their findings on a topic.
- Allows for assessment of both group dynamics and individual contributions.

4.3. Collaborative Projects
- Students work together on a project and assess each other’s contributions.
- Develops teamwork skills and accountability.

5. Digital Assessments

With the rise of technology in education, digital assessments offer innovative ways to
evaluate student learning.

5.1. Online Quizzes
- Interactive quizzes using platforms like Kahoot or Quizizz.
- Provides immediate feedback and engagement.

5.2. Digital Portfolios
- Students compile their work and reflect on their learning journey using digital tools.
- Can include multimedia elements to showcase skills.

5.3. Blogging
- Students create and maintain a blog on a specific subject.
- Encourages regular writing and reflection on learning.

6. Interactive Activities

Interactive activities engage students in a hands-on approach to learning and assessment.

6.1. Role-Playing
- Students assume roles related to a topic and act out scenarios.
- Facilitates empathy and understanding of different perspectives.



6.2. Simulations
- Students participate in simulated experiences relevant to the subject matter.
- Helps to apply theoretical knowledge in practical scenarios.

6.3. Games and Gamification
- Educational games that reinforce concepts while assessing knowledge.
- Increases motivation and engagement among students.

7. Performance-Based Assessments

Performance-based assessments evaluate student skills through practical application.

7.1. Presentations
- Students present their work or findings to the class.
- Allows for assessment of both content knowledge and presentation skills.

7.2. Demonstrations
- Students demonstrate a skill or process, such as a science experiment.
- Provides insight into both understanding and execution.

7.3. Art Projects
- Students express their understanding of a topic through creative projects.
- Encourages creativity while allowing for personal interpretation of concepts.

8. Self-Assessments

Self-assessment encourages students to reflect on their learning and identify areas for
improvement.

8.1. Self-Reflection Worksheets
- Students complete worksheets reflecting on their strengths and weaknesses.
- Promotes metacognitive skills.



8.2. Learning Goals Setting
- Students set personal learning goals and monitor their progress.
- Encourages ownership of learning.

8.3. Confidence Rating Scales
- Students rate their confidence in a skill or concept before and after instruction.
- Helps track growth and areas needing more focus.

9. Feedback Mechanisms

Feedback is essential for formative assessment, guiding students toward improvement.

9.1. Timely Feedback
- Providing immediate feedback on assignments or activities.
- Helps students correct misunderstandings while the material is still fresh.

9.2. Feedback Sessions
- Scheduled sessions where teachers discuss student work one-on-one or in small groups.
- Personalizes feedback and fosters a supportive learning environment.

9.3. Commenting on Digital Submissions
- Teachers provide feedback on student work submitted digitally, using comments or
annotations.
- Allows for detailed and specific feedback.

10. Formative Assessment through Technology

Integrating technology into formative assessment can enhance engagement and
accessibility.

10.1. Interactive Whiteboards
- Use of whiteboards for collaborative problem-solving and immediate assessment.
- Engages students in real-time learning.



10.2. Learning Management Systems (LMS)
- Platforms like Google Classroom or Moodle for quizzes and assignments.
- Streamlines assessment and feedback processes.

10.3. Video Assessments
- Students create video presentations or responses to demonstrate understanding.
- Offers a multimodal approach to assessment.

Conclusion

The diversity of formative assessment strategies provides educators with numerous tools
to enhance the learning experience. By regularly utilizing a variety of these methods,
teachers can gain valuable insights into student understanding, foster engagement, and
promote a growth mindset among learners. As education continues to evolve, integrating
innovative formative assessment techniques will be crucial for meeting the needs of all
students, ultimately leading to improved learning outcomes and a richer educational
experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is formative assessment?
Formative assessment is a variety of methods that teachers use to evaluate student
comprehension and learning progress during the instructional process, rather than at the
end.

Can you give an example of a formative assessment
technique?
One example of a formative assessment technique is the use of exit tickets, where students
write a brief response to a question at the end of a lesson to demonstrate what they have
learned.

How do quizzes function as formative assessments?
Quizzes function as formative assessments by providing immediate feedback to both
students and teachers about the understanding of the material, allowing prompt
adjustments to instruction.

What role does peer assessment play in formative



assessment?
Peer assessment encourages students to evaluate each other's work, fostering
collaborative learning and providing diverse feedback that can enhance understanding
and performance.

Why is self-assessment important in formative
assessment?
Self-assessment is important because it encourages students to reflect on their own
learning, identify areas for improvement, and take ownership of their educational journey.

How can technology be utilized in formative
assessment?
Technology can be utilized in formative assessment through online quizzes, interactive
polling tools, and digital platforms that allow for real-time feedback and data collection on
student performance.

What is the impact of formative assessment on student
motivation?
Formative assessment can significantly enhance student motivation by providing ongoing
feedback, recognizing progress, and helping students set achievable learning goals.
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