
350 401 encor exam

350-401 ENCOR Exam is a pivotal certification test that assesses a candidate's knowledge and skills in
implementing and managing Cisco Enterprise Network Core Technologies. This exam is a significant step
for IT professionals aiming to prove their expertise in enterprise networking, particularly focusing on core
technologies and services that are essential for modern network environments. As organizations
increasingly rely on advanced networking solutions, obtaining the 350-401 ENCOR certification can open
doors to career advancements and professional recognition in the field of networking.

Overview of the 350-401 ENCOR Exam

The 350-401 ENCOR exam is part of Cisco's Certification program and is a requirement for the Cisco
Certified Network Professional (CCNP) Enterprise certification. This exam is designed for network
engineers, system engineers, and individuals involved in network implementation and troubleshooting. It
covers a wide range of topics pertaining to enterprise networking technologies and emphasizes a
comprehensive understanding of the architecture, design, and implementation of networking solutions.

Key Topics Covered in the 350-401 ENCOR Exam

The 350-401 ENCOR exam evaluates candidates on several core areas. The main topics include:

1. Architecture (20%)
- Enterprise network architecture
- Design principles and frameworks
- Network virtualization

2. Virtualization (10%)
- Virtual network devices
- Virtual routing and forwarding (VRF)
- Network functions virtualization (NFV)

3. Infrastructure (30%)
- Layer 2 and Layer 3 technologies
- Cisco IOS XE and routing protocols
- High availability and redundancy

4. Network Assurance (10%)
- Monitoring and troubleshooting tools



- Network telemetry and analytics
- Cisco DNA Center assurance features

5. Security (15%)
- Security architecture and controls
- Secure access and endpoint security
- Threat detection and mitigation

6. Automation (15%)
- Network automation concepts
- APIs and programmability
- Cisco DNA Center automation features

Exam Format and Structure

The 350-401 ENCOR exam consists of a series of multiple-choice questions, drag-and-drop questions, and
simulation-based assessments. Here are some important details regarding the exam format:

- Number of Questions: Approximately 100 questions
- Exam Duration: 120 minutes
- Passing Score: The passing score is typically around 825-850 out of 1000, but this can vary based on the
specific exam version.
- Exam Language: The exam is available in English and a few other languages, depending on the testing
center.

Preparation for the 350-401 ENCOR Exam

Preparing for the 350-401 ENCOR exam requires a strategic approach and a wide array of study resources.
Here are some steps and resources to consider:

1. Understand the Exam Blueprint
- Familiarize yourself with the exam topics and weightings outlined in the official Cisco exam blueprint.
This will help you prioritize your study efforts.



2. Official Cisco Training Courses
- Enroll in Cisco’s official training courses, such as the Implementing and Operating Cisco Enterprise
Network Core Technologies (ENCOR) course. This course provides in-depth knowledge of the exam topics.

3. Study Materials and Resources
- Utilize a variety of study materials, including:
- Cisco Press books
- Online training platforms (e.g., Pluralsight, Udemy)
- Cisco documentation and whitepapers
- Practice exams and question banks

4. Hands-On Practice
- Gain practical experience by working with Cisco devices and simulators. Tools like Cisco Packet Tracer
and GNS3 can provide valuable hands-on experience in configuring and troubleshooting network scenarios.

5. Join Study Groups and Forums
- Participate in online communities, study groups, and forums dedicated to Cisco certifications. Engaging
with peers can enhance your understanding and provide additional resources and support.

Benefits of the 350-401 ENCOR Certification

Achieving the 350-401 ENCOR certification offers several advantages for IT professionals:

1. Career Advancement
- The certification can enhance your resume and make you a more competitive candidate for job
opportunities in network engineering, architecture, and management.

2. Recognition of Expertise
- Earning the ENCOR certification demonstrates your commitment to the field and validates your
knowledge and skills in enterprise networking technologies.



3. Access to Networking Opportunities
- Joining the Cisco Certified community can provide networking opportunities with other certified
professionals, potential employers, and industry experts.

4. Continuous Learning
- The process of preparing for the exam fosters continuous learning, encouraging you to stay updated with
the latest networking technologies and trends.

Tips for Success on the 350-401 ENCOR Exam

Here are some practical tips to help you succeed on the 350-401 ENCOR exam:

1. Create a Study Schedule: Allocate time for each exam topic and adhere to the schedule to ensure
comprehensive coverage of all material.

2. Take Practice Exams: Simulate the exam experience by taking practice tests. This will help you assess
your readiness and identify areas that need improvement.

3. Focus on Weak Areas: After taking practice exams, pay special attention to topics where you struggled.
Reviewing these areas can build your confidence and knowledge.

4. Use Flashcards: Create flashcards for important concepts, terms, and protocols. This can enhance retention
and recall during the exam.

5. Stay Calm and Confident: On the exam day, stay calm and maintain confidence in your preparation. Read
each question carefully and manage your time effectively during the exam.

Conclusion

The 350-401 ENCOR exam is a crucial certification for IT professionals pursuing a career in enterprise
networking. With a comprehensive understanding of core technologies and hands-on experience in
network design, implementation, and troubleshooting, candidates can position themselves for success in this
dynamic field. Through strategic preparation, utilization of available resources, and a commitment to
continuous learning, aspiring network professionals can achieve the 350-401 ENCOR certification and
unlock new opportunities in their careers.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 350-401 ENCOR exam and what does it cover?
The 350-401 ENCOR exam, also known as Implementing and Operating Cisco Enterprise Network Core
Technologies, tests candidates on their knowledge of core enterprise network technologies, including
architecture, virtualization, infrastructure, security, automation, and assurance.

What are the prerequisites for taking the 350-401 ENCOR exam?
While there are no formal prerequisites to take the 350-401 ENCOR exam, it is recommended that
candidates have a solid understanding of networking fundamentals and hold a CCNA certification or
equivalent experience.

How long is the 350-401 ENCOR exam and how many questions does it
include?
The 350-401 ENCOR exam is 120 minutes long and typically consists of 100-120 questions, which may
include multiple-choice, drag-and-drop, and simulation formats.

What is the passing score for the 350-401 ENCOR exam?
The passing score for the 350-401 ENCOR exam is 825 out of 1000. Scores are scaled and may vary slightly
based on the exam version.

What resources are recommended for preparing for the 350-401 ENCOR
exam?
Recommended resources for preparing for the 350-401 ENCOR exam include Cisco’s official study
materials, online courses, practice exams, and hands-on labs, as well as community forums and study groups.

What certification do you earn after passing the 350-401 ENCOR exam?
Upon passing the 350-401 ENCOR exam, candidates earn the Cisco Certified Network Professional (CCNP)
Enterprise certification, which validates their skills in enterprise networking technologies.
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