900 days the siege of leningrad

900 days the siege of leningrad stands as one of the most harrowing and
prolonged military blockades in history, marking a pivotal chapter in World
War II. This devastating siege lasted from September 8, 1941, to January 27,
1944, during which the city of Leningrad (modern-day Saint Petersburg) was
encircled and cut off by Nazi German and Finnish forces. The blockade
resulted in immense suffering, starvation, and loss of life, yet the city's
resilience and determination to survive became a symbol of Soviet endurance.
This article explores the historical context, key events, human impact,
military strategies, and the eventual lifting of the siege. Detailed
examination of these aspects reveals the profound significance of the 900
days the siege of leningrad in global wartime history and collective memory.
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Historical Background and Outbreak of the Siege

The 900 days the siege of leningrad began in the context of Operation
Barbarossa, the German invasion of the Soviet Union launched in June 1941.
Leningrad, a major industrial and cultural center, was a primary target due
to its strategic importance and symbolic value as the former Russian capital.
German forces, along with Finnish troops advancing from the north, encircled
the city, severing all supply routes and isolating it from the rest of the
Soviet Union. The siege officially commenced on September 8, 1941, when the
last land connection was cut. This blockade was part of a broader German
strategy to cripple Soviet resistance by starving Leningrad into submission
rather than capturing it through direct assault alone.

Strategic Importance of Leningrad

Leningrad’s industrial capacity, port facilities, and symbolic status as the
cradle of the Russian Revolution made it a critical objective. The city
housed key military factories producing weapons and ammunition vital to the



Soviet war effort. Holding Leningrad was essential for both Soviet morale and
military logistics, which is why the Germans sought to neutralize it through
siege tactics.

Initial German and Finnish Advances

The German Army Group North rapidly advanced into Soviet territory, pushing
towards Leningrad from the south and west. Simultaneously, Finnish forces
moved southward from Karelia, joining the encirclement but refraining from
direct assault on the city. The coordination of these forces effectively cut
off Leningrad’s access to vital supply lines, setting the stage for a
prolonged siege.

Life Inside Leningrad During the Blockade

The 900 days the siege of leningrad subjected the city’s population to
extreme hardships. Cut off from resources, residents endured severe shortages
of food, fuel, and medical supplies. Despite these conditions, the city’s
infrastructure and administrative functions continued to operate under
extraordinary circumstances. Public services, factories, and cultural
institutions struggled to maintain a semblance of normalcy.

Daily Struggles and Survival

Residents faced starvation, with daily rations dwindling to mere hundreds of
calories. Temperatures in winter dropped drastically, and heating became
scarce. Many resorted to eating anything available, including pets, wallpaper
paste, and other inedible materials. The city’s hospitals were overwhelmed,
and diseases spread rapidly. Despite this, citizens organized communal
kitchens, distributed food rations, and preserved cultural activities as acts
of resistance.

Evacuation Efforts and the "Road of Life"

One of the few lifelines during the siege was the "Road of Life," a supply
route across the frozen Lake Ladoga. This route was used to bring in food,
fuel, and evacuate civilians, especially children and the elderly. The
operation was perilous due to constant German air attacks and harsh weather
conditions, but it was crucial in mitigating the effects of the blockade.

Military Operations and Strategies

The 900 days the siege of leningrad involved complex military operations by
both Axis and Soviet forces. The Germans aimed to tighten the blockade and



force surrender, while the Soviets sought to break the encirclement and
restore supply lines. The siege was marked by intense artillery bombardments,
aerial bombings, and trench warfare around the city’s periphery.

German Siege Tactics

Rather than launching a full-scale assault, German commanders opted for siege
warfare to starve the city. Artillery and air raids targeted civilian and
military infrastructure to weaken morale and resistance. The blockade was
reinforced by extensive fortifications and minefields surrounding Leningrad.

Soviet Counteroffensives

Several Soviet offensives attempted to break the siege. The most notable was
the Operation Iskra in January 1943, which succeeded in opening a narrow land
corridor to the city along the southern shore of Lake Ladoga. This
breakthrough allowed for increased supply deliveries and marked a turning
point in the siege’s dynamics.

Humanitarian Crisis and Civilian Suffering

The siege caused one of the deadliest humanitarian crises of World War II.
Estimates suggest that between 600,000 and 1.5 million civilians died,
primarily from starvation, exposure, and bombardment. The psychological toll
was immense, with widespread trauma and loss.

Starvation and Malnutrition

Food scarcity was the siege’s most devastating consequence. Rations were
severely limited, and malnutrition led to widespread disease and death. The
collapse of supply chains compounded the crisis, leaving hospitals and relief
agencies unable to cope with the scale of need.

Impact on Children and Vulnerable Populations

Children, the elderly, and the sick were disproportionately affected. Many
children were evacuated early in the siege, but many remained trapped in the
city. Malnutrition, cold, and lack of medical care caused high mortality
rates among these groups.

Psychological Effects and Social Dynamics

The siege fostered a unique social environment marked by solidarity,



resilience, and also despair. Citizens endured not only physical deprivation
but also constant fear from bombings and the threat of death. Community
efforts to maintain morale included cultural events, education, and
collective labor.

The Role of the Soviet Government and
Propaganda

The Soviet government played a critical role in sustaining the 900 days the

siege of leningrad both materially and psychologically. Propaganda campaigns
emphasized heroism, sacrifice, and the importance of holding the city at all
costs. Leadership sought to inspire resistance and maintain order amid chaos.

Propaganda and Morale

Posters, radio broadcasts, and newspapers circulated messages of defiance
against the invaders and glorified the city’'s endurance. These efforts were
aimed at bolstering civilian and military morale, encouraging productivity,
and discouraging defeatism.

Government Relief and Military Support

The Soviet state organized ration distribution, medical care, and logistical
operations such as the Road of Life. Military reinforcements and supplies
were prioritized to defend the city and prepare for counteroffensives.
Despite enormous challenges, the government’s coordination was vital to the
eventual survival of Leningrad.

The Lifting of the Siege and Aftermath

The siege was officially lifted on January 27, 1944, after a series of Soviet
offensives successfully pushed back German forces and reopened full supply
routes. The lifting marked a significant victory for the Soviet Union and a
major turning point in the Eastern Front of World War II.

Military Breakthroughs Leading to Liberation

Following Operation Iskra, continued Soviet offensives throughout 1943 and
early 1944 gradually expanded territorial control around Leningrad. These
operations culminated in breaking the siege completely, restoring
communication and supply lines.



Post-Siege Recovery and Reconstruction

After enduring nearly 900 days of siege, Leningrad faced the enormous task of
rebuilding its devastated infrastructure and population. Reconstruction
efforts focused on housing, industry, and public health. The city remained a
symbol of Soviet resilience and determination throughout the remainder of the
war and beyond.

Legacy and Historical Significance

The 900 days the siege of leningrad remains a powerful symbol of endurance,
sacrifice, and human suffering during wartime. It is commemorated in
literature, art, and public memory as an example of civilian and military
fortitude against overwhelming odds. The lessons learned from the siege
continue to inform studies of urban warfare, humanitarian crises, and total
war.

Key Facts About the Siege of Leningrad

Duration: September 8, 1941 — January 27, 1944 (approximately 900 days)

Estimated civilian deaths: 600,000 to 1.5 million

Primary cause of deaths: starvation, exposure, and bombardment

Key Soviet operation breaking the siege: Operation Iskra (January 1943)

Vital supply route: Road of Life across Lake Ladoga

e Strategic significance: industrial center and symbolic city

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Siege of Leningrad?

The Siege of Leningrad was a prolonged military blockade undertaken by Nazi
Germany and its allies against the Soviet city of Leningrad (now Saint
Petersburg) during World War II, lasting approximately 900 days from
September 8, 1941, to January 27, 1944.

Why is it called the '900 days' Siege of Leningrad?
It is called the '900 days' Siege of Leningrad because the blockade lasted



about 900 days, marking one of the longest and most devastating sieges in
history, with severe hardships for the city's inhabitants.

What were the main consequences of the Siege of
Leningrad?

The Siege of Leningrad caused extreme famine, widespread death, and
destruction. Approximately one million civilians died due to starvation,
bombardment, and cold, but the city never surrendered, symbolizing Soviet
resilience.

How did the people of Leningrad survive the 900-day
siege?

The people of Leningrad survived through rationing, improvisation, and
determination. The Soviet government organized food supplies via the 'Road of
Life' over Lake Ladoga, and residents endured harsh winters and constant
attacks while maintaining industrial production.

What is the historical significance of the 900 days
Siege of Leningrad?

The Siege of Leningrad is significant as a symbol of human endurance and
resistance during World War II. It demonstrated the Soviet Union's capacity
to withstand prolonged hardship and contributed to the eventual defeat of
Nazi Germany.

Additional Resources

1. 900 Days: The Siege of Leningrad by Harrison Salisbury

This comprehensive account provides a detailed narrative of the 872-day siege
of Leningrad during World War II. Salisbury, a Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist, uses firsthand reports and archival material to depict the
immense suffering endured by the city's inhabitants. The book captures the
resilience and determination of the people who survived starvation,
bombardment, and freezing winters. It remains one of the most authoritative
histories of the siege.

2. Living with the Enemy: The Siege of Leningrad by Elena Kishkovsky
Kishkovsky explores the daily life of Leningrad’s citizens during the siege,
focusing on personal stories of survival and endurance. This work highlights
the human spirit amid extreme adversity, drawing on diaries, letters, and
memoirs. The book also examines how the siege affected social structures and
relationships within the city.

3. Blockade Diary: Leningrad 1941-1944 by Tanya Savicheva
This poignant diary offers a child's perspective on the horrors of the siege.



Tanya Savicheva recorded the loss of her family members one by one during the
blockade, making her diary a symbol of the suffering endured by civilians.
The diary has become a powerful testament to the human cost of war.

4. Leningrad: State of Siege by Michael Jones

Jones provides a military and political analysis of the siege, explaining the
strategies employed by both the Soviet defenders and the German forces. The
book discusses the broader context of the Eastern Front and the impact the
siege had on the outcome of World War II. It also sheds light on the
leadership and decision-making under extreme pressure.

5. The Road of Bones: A Soviet Memoir of War and Leningrad by Dmitri
Shostakovich

This memoir combines personal recollections with a broader history of the
siege, offering insight into the cultural and psychological impact on
Leningrad’s citizens. Shostakovich, a native of the city, reflects on how art
and music persisted despite the hardships. The book is a tribute to the
endurance of human creativity in times of crisis.

6. Stalingrad and Leningrad: The Epic Siege Battles of WWII by David M.
Glantz

Glantz presents a comparative study of two of the most brutal sieges of the
Second World War, emphasizing military tactics and the experiences of
soldiers. The book provides a detailed examination of the challenges faced in
urban warfare and the significance of these battles in the Soviet-German
conflict. It offers a broader perspective on the Eastern Front.

7. Siege: The Diary of Sophie Scholl by Sophie Scholl (Note: Although not
about Leningrad, this diary captures the essence of resistance during Nazi
oppression)

While not directly related to the siege of Leningrad, Sophie Scholl’s diary
gives insight into the resistance against Nazi tyranny, paralleling the
courage shown by Leningrad’s population. The diary serves as a reminder of
moral strength and defiance in the face of overwhelming odds during World War
II.

8. Frozen Hell: The Siege of Leningrad, 1941-1944 by Geoffrey Roberts
Roberts offers a vivid portrayal of the harsh winters and starvation that
defined the siege. The book delves into the political, military, and social
aspects of the blockade, with a focus on how the Soviet leadership managed
the crisis. It combines scholarly research with compelling storytelling to
engage readers.

9. In the Shadow of the Siege: A Memoir of Leningrad by Anna Reid

Reid’s memoir draws on interviews, archival sources, and personal accounts to
tell the story of survival and resilience. The narrative highlights not only
the suffering but also the acts of kindness and solidarity that emerged
during the blockade. This work provides a human face to the historical events
of the siege.
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