4 9eErS NUMBER 85 HISTORY

49eRS NUMBER 85 HISTORY IS A RICH TAPESTRY WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC OF THE SAN FRANCISCO 4 9ERS FRANCHISE. THE
NUMBER 85 HAS BEEN DONNED BY SEVERAL PLAYERS THROUGHOUT THE TEAM'S HISTORY, BUT IT IS MOST FAMOUSLY
ASSOCIATED WITH HALL OF FAMER JERRY RICE. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NUMBER 85 FOR THE 4 9ERS,
HIGHLIGHTING ITS NOTABLE PLAYERS, MEMORABLE MOMENTS, AND THE IMPACT THESE ATHLETES HAD ON THE FRANCHISE AND THE
NFL.

EARLY YEARS OF THE NUMBER 85

THE NUMBER 85 HAS BEEN WORN BY VARIOUS PLAYERS SINCE THE INCEPTION OF THE SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS IN 194 6. WHILE
MANY OF THESE PLAYERS HAD COMMENDABLE CAREERS, NONE LEFT A MARK QUITE LIKE JERRY RICE. BEFORE DIVING INTO RICE'S
LEGACY, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO ACKNOWLEDGE SOME OF THE EARLIER PLAYERS WHO WORE THE NUMBER.

NoTABLE PLAYERS BEFORE JERRY RICE

1. Bo WinDSor (1962-1963): WINDSOR WAS A TIGHT END WHO PLAYED FOR THE 49QERS DURING THE EARLY 1960s. He
WAS KNOWN FOR HIS SOLID BLOCKING AND OCCASIONAL RECEPTIONS, CONTRIBUTING TO THE TEAM'S OFFENSIVE STRATEGIES.

2. DonN MooMAW (1966-1968): MOOMAW, A VERSATILE PLAYER, PLAYED BOTH TIGHT END AND LINEBACKER. HiS
ADAPTABILITY ON THE FIELD SHOWCASED THE EVOLVING ROLE OF TIGHT ENDS IN THE NFL DURING THAT ERA.

3. JoHn FraNk (1980-1986): FRANK WAS A RELIABLE TIGHT END FOR THE 4 9ERS AND WAS PART OF THE ROSTER DURING THE
TEAM's 1981 SUPER BOWL VICTORY. HE WAS KNOWN FOR HIS EXCELLENT HANDS AND ABILITY TO MAKE CRUCIAL CATCHES.

\W/HILE THESE PLAYERS CONTRIBUTED TO THE FOUNDATION OF THE FRANCHISE, IT \X/ASJERRY RICE WHO TRANSFORMED THE
NUMBER 85 INTO A SYMBOL OF EXCELLENCE.

THE JerrY RICE ERA

INTRODUCTION TO JERRY RICE

JERRY RICE, OFTEN REGARDED AS THE GREATEST WIDE RECEIVER IN NFL HISTORY, JOINED THE 4 9ERS IN 1985 AFTER BEING
DRAFTED AS THE 1GTH OVERALL PICK. HIS ARRIVAL MARKED THE BEGINNING OF AN ERA THAT WOULD REDEFINE THE POSITION AND
ELEVATE THE FRANCHISE'S STATUS IN THE LEAGUE.

RecorD-BreAkING CAREER

RICE'S TENURE WITH THE 49ERS WAS NOTHING SHORT OF EXTRAORDINARY. HERE ARE SOME KEY HIGHLIGHTS:

- SUPER BowL VICTORIES: RICE HELPED LEAD THE 49ERS TO THREE SUPER BowL TITLES (XXIII, XXIV, AND XXIX). HE wAS
NAMED SUPER BowL MVP IN XXIII, SHOWCASING HIS ABILITY TO PERFORM IN HIGH-PRESSURE SITUATIONS.

- ALL-TIME LEADER: AT THE TIME OF HIS RETIREMENT, RICE HELD NUMEROUS NFL RECORDS, INCLUDING:

- MOST CAREER RECEPTIONS: 1,549

- MOST CAREER RECEIVING YARDS: 22,895

- MOST CAREER TOUCHDOWN RECEPTIONS: 197

- Pro BowL SELECTIONS: RICE WAS SELECTED TO THE PRO BowL 13 TIMES, WHICH SPEAKS VOLUMES ABOUT HIS



CONSISTENCY AND DOMINANCE ON THE FIELD.

IMPACT ON THE FRANCHISE

RICE'S IMPACT ON THE 4 9ERS CANNOT BE OVERSTATED. HE BECAME THE FACE OF THE FRANCHISE DURING THE LATE 19805 AND
EARLY TQQOS, AND HIS WORK ETHIC, PROFESSIONALISM, AND PERFORMANCE SET A STANDARD FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS OF
PLAYERS. HIS SUCCESS DIRECTLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE 49ERS’ REPUTATION AS ONE OF THE PREMIER FRANCHISES IN
PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL.

PosT-Rice ERA AND THE LEGACY oF NUMBER 85

AFTER RICE'S DEPARTURE FROM THE 49€rS IN 200 1, THE NUMBER 85 REMAINED A COVETED JERSEY AMONG PLAYERS. \WHILE
NONE REACHED THE HEIGHTS OF RICE, SEVERAL NOTABLE ATHLETES DONNED THE NUMBER, EACH CONTRIBUTING TO THE TEAM'S
LEGACY IN THEIR UNIQUE WAY.

PLAYERS WHO FoLLowED JERRY RICE

1. TerreLL OweNs (1996-2003): OwWENS, WHO IS NOW A HALL OF FAMER HIMSELF, WORE NUMBER 85 AFTER RICE. WHILE
HE HAD A TUMULTUOUS CAREER, HIS TIME WITH THE 4 9ERS SHOWCASED HIS INCREDIBLE TALENT. OWENS WAS A TWO-TIME
Pro BOWLER WITH THE TEAM AND WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN THE OFFENSIVE SCHEMES DURING HIS TENURE.

2. BranDoN LLoYD (2003-2005): LLOYD WORE NUMBER 85 AND SHOWED FLASHES OF BRILLIANCE DURING HIS TIME WITH
THE 4 9ERS. KNOWN FOR HIS ACROBATIC CATCHES AND DEEP-THREAT ABILITY, HE HAD A MEMORABLE TOUCHDOWN RECEPTION
AGAINST THE SEATTLE SEAHAWKS IN 2005 THAT SHOWCASED HIS SKILLS.

3. Derrick HaMILTON (2005): HAMILTON HAD A BRIEF STINT WITH THE 4 QERS BUT WORE THE NUMBER 85. ALTHOUGH HE
DIDN’T HAVE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT, HE CONTINUED THE TRADITION OF WEARING THE ICONIC NUMBER.

4. Kenprick Bourne (2017-2020): BOURNE, WHO WORE NUMBER 85, EMERGED AS A RELIABLE TARGET FOR THE 4 9ERS
DURING HIS TIME WITH THE TEAM. HE PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE 49ERS’ RUN TO SUPER BowL LIV, SHOWCASING HIS
ABILITY TO MAKE CLUTCH CATCHES.

THE SIGNIFICANCE oF NUMBER 85 IN 49ers CULTURE

THE NUMBER 85 HOLDS A SPECIAL PLACE IN THE HEARTS OF 4 9ERS FANS. |T SYMBOLIZES NOT JUST THE GREATNESS OF JERRY
RICE BUT ALSO THE HIGH STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE THAT THE FRANCHISE HAS MAINTAINED. THE LEGACY OF NUMBER 85 IS
CHARACTERIZED BY:

- EXCELLENCE: THE PLAYERS WHO HAVE WORN THIS NUMBER ARE OFTEN AMONG THE BEST IN THE LEAGUE, SETTING RECORDS AND
ACHIEVING ACCOLADES.

- TRADITION: THE NUMBER 85 HAS BECOME SYNONYMOUS WITH WIDE RECEIVER EXCELLENCE IN THE 4 9ERS’ HISTORY. IT SERVES
AS A REMINDER OF THE TEAM'S COMMITMENT TO OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE.

- INSPIRATION: YOUNGER ATHLETES LOOK UP TO THE LEGENDS WHO WORE 85, DRAWING INSPIRATION FROM THEIR
ACHIEVEMENTS AND WORK ETHIC.

CoNCLUSION

THE 49ERS NUMBER 85 HISTORY IS A TESTAMENT TO THE IMPACT OF EXCEPTIONAL TALENT ON A FRANCHISE. FROM THE EARLY



DAYS WITH PLAYERS LIKE BOB W/INDSOR TO THE LEGENDARY CAREER OFJERRY IQICEI AND BEYOND TO MODERN PLAYERS LIKE
KENDRICK BOURNE/ THE NUMBER 85 HAS COME TO REPRESENT A LINEAGE OF EXCELLENCE. AS FANS CONTINUE TO CELEBRATE THE
RICH HISTORY OF THE 49ERS, NUMBER 85 WILL FOREVER BE ASSOCIATED WITH ONE OF THE GREATEST WIDE RECEIVERS TO EVER
PLAY THE GAME, AS WELL AS A LEGACY OF INSPIRING PERFORMANCES AND UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS ON THE GRIDIRON. THE
STORY OF THIS NUMBER IS NOT JUST ABOUT STATISTICS AND RECORDS; IT’S ABOUT THE HEARTS AND PASSIONS OF THOSE WHO
HAVE WORN IT, CREATING A UNIQUE BOND WITH FANS AND THE FRANCHISE THAT WILL ENDURE FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\¥W/HO WORE THE NUMBER 85 FOR THE SAN FRANCISCO 4 9ERS DURING THEIR SUPER
BowL VICTORIES?

THE NUMBER 85 WAS FAMOUSLY WORN BY WIDE RECEIVER BRENT JONES, WHO WAS A KEY PLAYER IN THE 49ERS" SUPER BowL
VICTORIES IN THE 1980s anp 1990s.

\WHAT IMPACT DID BRENT JONES HAVE ON THE 4 9ERS WHILE WEARING NUMBER 8 5°?

BRENTJONES WAS KNOWN FOR HIS EXCEPTIONAL BLOCKING SKILLS AND RELIABLE RECEIVING ABILITY, CONTRIBUTING
SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE 4 9ERS’ OFFENSIVE SUCCESS AND HELPING THEM WIN THREE SUPER BowLS.

HAS THE NUMBER 85 BEEN RETIRED BY THE SAN FRANCISCO 4 9€ERS?

NoO, THE NUMBER 85 HAS NOT BEEN OFFICIALLY RETIRED BY THE SAN FRANCISCO 4 9PERS, SO IT REMAINS AVAILABLE FOR FUTURE
PLAYERS.

\W/HICH OTHER PLAYERS HAVE WORN THE NUMBER 85 FOR THE 4 PERS BESIDES BRENT
Jones?

OTHER PLAYERS WHO HAVE WORN NUMBER 85 FOR THE 4 PERS INCLUDE TIGHT END ERIC JOHNSON AND WIDE RECEIVER J.J.
STOKES.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF NUMBER 85 IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 49€ERS’ FRANCHISE
HISTORY?

NUMBER 85 HOLDS SIGNIFICANCE AS IT REPRESENTS A PERIOD OF SUCCESS FOR THE 49ERS, ESPECIALLY DURING THE ERA OF
BRENTJONES, WHO WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN THEIR CHAMPIONSHIP RUNS, MAKING IT A NOTABLE JERSEY NUMBER IN THE TEAM'S
LEGACY.
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