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The 400 Day Clock, also known as the Anniversary Clock, is a unique and intricate timepiece that has
captured the affection of many clock enthusiasts. Charles Terwilliger's comprehensive guide on 400 Day Clock
repair is a valuable resource for both beginners and seasoned clock repairers. This article will outline the
essential aspects of repairing and maintaining these delicate clocks, drawing on Terwilliger's expertise while
also incorporating practical tips and techniques.

Understanding the 400 Day Clock

The 400 Day Clock is distinguished by its ability to run for a year on a single winding. This remarkable feature
is made possible by a torsion pendulum, which oscillates to keep time. Understanding the basic components and
mechanics of these clocks is crucial for effective repair and maintenance.

Key Components of the 400 Day Clock

1. Pendulum: The heart of the clock, responsible for maintaining accurate time.
2. Gear Train: Transfers energy from the mainspring to the escapement.
3. Escapement: Regulates the release of energy from the gear train.
4. Mainspring: Stores energy that drives the clock.
5. Clock Face and Hands: The visual representation of the timekeeping.

Common Issues with 400 Day Clocks

Over time, 400 Day Clocks can develop several issues. Understanding these common problems is the first step
toward effective repair.

Frequent Problems

1. Clock Stopping: Often caused by insufficient power from the mainspring or friction in the gear train.
2. Inaccurate Timekeeping: Can result from a misaligned pendulum or a dirty escapement.
3. Pendulum Issues: A pendulum that does not swing correctly can lead to timekeeping errors.
4. Broken Glass: The protective glass can crack or shatter, compromising the clock's aesthetic appeal.

Tools Required for Repair

Having the right tools is crucial to successfully repairing a 400 Day Clock. Here’s a list of essential tools
you will need:

1. Screwdrivers: A set of precision screwdrivers for small screws.
2. Tweezers: For handling delicate components.
3. Oiling Tools: A fine oiler or dropper for applying lubricants.
4. Cleaning Supplies: Soft cloths, a brush, and clock cleaning solution.
5. Magnifying Glass: To inspect small parts closely.



Step-by-Step Repair Process

Repairing a 400 Day Clock requires patience and precision. Here’s a simplified guide based on Terwilliger’s
methods:

1. Disassembly

- Remove the Clock from Its Case: Carefully take the clock out, ensuring you do not damage any components.
- Take Off the Pendulum: Detach the pendulum by gently lifting it off its suspension.
- Unscrew the Movement: Remove screws holding the clock movement in place.

2. Cleaning the Movement

- Use a Brush: Gently brush off dust and debris from the movement.
- Soak in a Cleaning Solution: If necessary, soak the movement in a specialized clock cleaning solution to
remove grease.
- Rinse and Dry: Rinse the parts with distilled water and dry them thoroughly.

3. Inspecting the Components

- Check for Wear: Examine gears and the escapement for signs of wear or damage.
- Look for Dirt Build-Up: Pay special attention to the escapement, as dirt can cause timekeeping issues.

4. Lubrication

- Apply Oil Sparingly: Use a fine oiler to apply only a small amount of clock oil to the pivot points of the
gears and escapement.
- Avoid Over-Lubrication: Excess oil can attract dust and cause more issues.

5. Reassembly

- Reattach the Movement: Carefully place the movement back into the case and secure it with screws.
- Reattach the Pendulum: Ensure the pendulum is correctly positioned on its suspension.
- Check for Alignment: Make sure all components are properly aligned before closing the case.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even after a thorough repair, you may encounter problems. Here are some troubleshooting tips based on
Terwilliger's guide:

Clock Stops After Repair

- Check Mainspring: Ensure the mainspring is fully wound.



- Inspect for Friction: Look for any misaligned gears that might be causing friction.

Pendulum Not Swinging Correctly

- Adjust Suspension: Make sure the suspension spring is correctly positioned.
- Level the Clock: Ensure the clock is on a flat surface, as any tilt can affect the pendulum’s swing.

Inaccurate Timekeeping

- Pendulum Length: Adjust the pendulum length to change the timekeeping rate.
- Clean Escapement: A dirty escapement can lead to significant timekeeping errors.

Preventative Maintenance

Regular maintenance can prolong the life of your 400 Day Clock and minimize the need for extensive repairs. Here
are some tips:

1. Regular Cleaning: Clean the clock every few years to prevent dust accumulation.
2. Check Lubrication: Ensure proper lubrication at least once a year.
3. Proper Placement: Keep the clock in a stable environment, away from direct sunlight and temperature
fluctuations.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the 400 Day Clock is a fascinating and intricate timepiece that requires careful attention and
maintenance. Charles Terwilliger’s repair guide provides invaluable insights into the complex mechanisms of these
clocks, ensuring that enthusiasts can keep their timepieces running smoothly. By understanding the components,
common issues, and repair techniques, anyone can enjoy the art of clock repair and ensure that their 400 Day
Clock remains a cherished possession for years to come. With patience, practice, and a commitment to learning,
the world of clock repair can be a rewarding and fulfilling endeavor.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the focus of Charles Terwilliger's '400 Day Clock Repair Guide'?

The guide focuses on the repair and maintenance of 400-day clocks, also known as anniversary clocks,
providing detailed instructions and troubleshooting tips.

Is '400 Day Clock Repair Guide' suitable for beginners?

Yes, the guide is designed to be accessible for beginners, offering step-by-step instructions that are easy to
follow, along with illustrations to aid understanding.

What tools are recommended in Terwilliger's guide for repairing 400-day



clocks?

The guide recommends basic tools such as screwdrivers, pliers, oilers, and cleaning supplies, along with
specialty tools for more complex repairs.

Are there any specific brands of 400-day clocks covered in the guide?

While the guide addresses general principles applicable to various brands, it includes specific sections on
popular models, helping readers understand brand-specific nuances.

Does the guide include information on clock history and mechanics?

Yes, Terwilliger provides background information on the history and mechanics of 400-day clocks, giving
readers a deeper understanding of how these clocks operate.

What common issues with 400-day clocks does the guide address?

The guide addresses common issues such as power loss, gear misalignment, and lubrication problems, providing
solutions and preventive measures for each.

Is there a section on parts replacement in the '400 Day Clock Repair Guide'?

Yes, the guide includes a section on parts replacement, detailing how to identify worn parts and sources for
obtaining replacements.

Where can I find a copy of Charles Terwilliger's '400 Day Clock Repair
Guide'?

The guide is available for purchase through various online retailers, bookstores, and may also be found in
libraries or as an eBook.
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