
88 dallas cowboys history

88 dallas cowboys history traces one of the most iconic jersey numbers in NFL history, worn by some

of the most legendary players of the Dallas Cowboys franchise. This number has been synonymous

with excellence, skill, and memorable moments that have shaped the legacy of the Cowboys. The

history of the number 88 is rich with star wide receivers and tight ends who have contributed to the

team’s success on both the field and in the hearts of fans. This article explores the evolution of the

number 88 jersey, highlighting key players who donned it, their impacts on the team, and the cultural

significance of the number within the Cowboys organization. From early pioneers to modern-day stars,

the 88 jersey remains a symbol of talent and achievement in Dallas Cowboys history. Below is a

detailed table of contents outlining the main sections covered in this comprehensive look at 88 Dallas

Cowboys history.
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Origins and Early Years of the Number 88

The number 88 jersey has a storied beginning within the Dallas Cowboys franchise. Initially, the

number did not carry the weight of significance it holds today. During the early years of the Cowboys,



established in 1960, jersey numbers were assigned without much consideration for legacy. However,

as the team began to develop its identity, certain numbers, including 88, became associated with skill

position players, primarily wide receivers and tight ends. This association helped the number stand out

as a mark of offensive prowess. The early years saw players laying the groundwork for what would

become a legacy of excellence linked to the number 88.

Number Assignments in the Early NFL

In the early NFL, jersey numbers were typically assigned based on position groups, with numbers in

the 80s reserved for wide receivers and tight ends. The Dallas Cowboys followed this numbering

convention, which positioned the number 88 as a key number for offensive playmakers. This set the

stage for the number’s future prominence as standout players emerged wearing 88.

First Notable Players Wearing 88

Among the first notable players to wear number 88 for the Cowboys were wide receivers and tight

ends who contributed solidly but did not yet elevate the number to legendary status. Their efforts,

however, established 88 as a number linked with offensive skill and reliability, paving the way for future

stars.

Legendary Players Who Wore 88

The Dallas Cowboys have been home to several legendary players who wore the number 88, making

it one of the most revered numbers in the NFL. These players not only delivered exceptional

performances on the field but also became fan favorites and franchise icons. Their contributions have

immortalized the number 88 in the annals of Dallas Cowboys history.



Drew Pearson

Drew Pearson is often credited as the first true legend to wear the number 88 for the Dallas Cowboys.

Playing from 1973 to 1983, Pearson was known for his precise route-running, clutch catches, and

leadership. He played a crucial role in the Cowboys’ success during the 1970s, including their victory

in Super Bowl XII. His legacy set a high standard for subsequent players wearing the number 88.

Michael Irvin

One of the most iconic Dallas Cowboys to wear number 88 is Michael Irvin. Playing from 1988 to

1999, Irvin was a dynamic wide receiver known for his toughness, charisma, and playmaking ability.

He was a key member of the Cowboys’ dynasty in the 1990s, winning three Super Bowls (XXVII,

XXVIII, and XXX). Irvin’s impact on the team and the number 88 legacy cannot be overstated, as he

helped cement the jersey’s association with greatness.

Recent Stars: Dez Bryant

Dez Bryant continued the tradition of excellence linked to the number 88 when he joined the Cowboys

in 2010. Known for his physical style, exceptional catching ability, and highlight-reel plays, Bryant

became one of the franchise’s top receivers. His tenure helped maintain the prestige of the number 88

jersey into the modern era.

Impact on Dallas Cowboys’ Success

The players who have worn number 88 have been instrumental in many of the Dallas Cowboys’ most

successful seasons. Their contributions have helped the franchise secure multiple playoff

appearances, division titles, and Super Bowl championships. The number 88 has come to symbolize

offensive reliability and game-changing talent.



Key Performances in Critical Games

Throughout Cowboys history, number 88 players have delivered in crucial moments. Drew Pearson’s

memorable catches in playoff games, Michael Irvin’s dominant performances in Super Bowls, and Dez

Bryant’s clutch receptions in tight contests have all shaped the Cowboys’ competitive edge.

Statistical Contributions

Players wearing 88 have consistently ranked among the team’s top receivers in receptions, yards, and

touchdowns. Their statistical achievements underline the importance of this number in driving the

Cowboys’ offensive success over the decades.

Leadership and Team Influence

Beyond stats, number 88 players have often served as leaders and role models on and off the field.

Their influence extends into locker room culture and community engagement, reflecting the values of

the Dallas Cowboys organization.

Cultural and Fan Significance

The number 88 holds a special place in the hearts of Dallas Cowboys fans. It symbolizes a tradition of

excellence and has become a cultural icon within the franchise and the broader NFL community. The

jersey number is often seen as a badge of honor, inspiring young players and fans alike.

Fan Favorite Status

Number 88 has consistently been among the most popular jersey numbers sold by the Dallas

Cowboys. Fans resonate with the players who have worn it and the legacy they carry, making it a

sought-after jersey number at Cowboys games and beyond.



Media and Pop Culture References

The prominence of number 88 players has led to frequent references in sports media, documentaries,

and popular culture. The jersey is often associated with iconic moments and personalities, further

embedding it in the cultural fabric of the NFL.

Memorabilia and Collectibles

Jerseys, autographs, and other memorabilia associated with number 88 players are highly valued by

collectors. This demand reflects the enduring legacy and significance of the number within the Dallas

Cowboys’ history.

Modern Era and Current Legacy

The legacy of 88 Dallas Cowboys history continues into the modern NFL era with new players

embracing the number and its storied past. The franchise remains vigilant in honoring this tradition by

selecting players who embody the skill, leadership, and character associated with the jersey.

Recent Wearers of Number 88

After Dez Bryant’s departure, several players have worn number 88, each contributing to the ongoing

story of the jersey. The team’s approach to assigning the number reflects a desire to uphold its legacy

by choosing players who show promise and dedication.

Future Prospects

As the Dallas Cowboys look ahead, the number 88 jersey is expected to continue representing elite

talent. The franchise’s commitment to nurturing wide receivers and tight ends who can live up to the

number’s history ensures that 88 will remain a symbol of excellence.



Maintaining the Tradition

The Cowboys organization actively celebrates the heritage of number 88 through events, honors, and

recognition of past and present players. This ongoing celebration helps preserve the significance of 88

in Dallas Cowboys history for future generations.

Number 88 has been worn primarily by wide receivers and tight ends in the Dallas Cowboys

franchise.

Legendary figures such as Drew Pearson, Michael Irvin, and Dez Bryant have elevated the

number’s status.

The number 88 is closely tied to the Cowboys’ Super Bowl victories and overall success.

It holds a deep cultural significance among fans and in NFL media.

The legacy continues with new players embracing the number and its storied past.

Frequently Asked Questions

What made the 1988 Dallas Cowboys season significant in the

team's history?

The 1988 season marked a turning point for the Dallas Cowboys as it was the rookie year of

quarterback Troy Aikman and the emergence of key players like Michael Irvin, setting the foundation

for their 1990s dynasty.



Who was the head coach of the Dallas Cowboys in 1988 and what

was his impact?

Tom Landry was the head coach in 1988, known for his innovative coaching style and leadership, but

the team struggled that year, leading to the eventual hiring of Jimmy Johnson in 1989.

How did the Dallas Cowboys perform in the 1988 NFL season?

The Dallas Cowboys finished the 1988 season with a 3-13 record, one of their worst performances,

highlighting a period of rebuilding before their success in the 1990s.

Which notable players joined the Dallas Cowboys in 1988?

In 1988, the Dallas Cowboys drafted Troy Aikman as the first overall pick and also had Michael Irvin

on the roster, both of whom would become Hall of Famers and key figures in the team's future

success.

What challenges did the Dallas Cowboys face during the 1988

season?

The Cowboys faced challenges such as inconsistent quarterback play, injuries, and a lack of depth,

which contributed to their poor 3-13 record and the need for organizational changes.

Additional Resources

1. The Legacy of 88: The Dallas Cowboys' Greatest Wide Receiver

This book delves into the history and impact of the iconic number 88 jersey in Dallas Cowboys lore. It

highlights legendary players who have worn the number, tracing their careers and contributions to the

franchise. Fans will enjoy detailed anecdotes, stats, and interviews that showcase why 88 is

synonymous with excellence.



2. Stars and Stripes: The Evolution of the Cowboys' #88

Explore the transformation of the Dallas Cowboys' wide receiver position through the lens of players

who donned the number 88. From the early days to modern stars, this book provides a comprehensive

timeline of achievements and memorable moments. It also discusses how the number became a

symbol of skill and leadership on the team.

3. 88 Reasons to Remember: Dallas Cowboys’ Wide Receiver Hall of Famers

This book celebrates the Hall of Fame careers of Dallas Cowboys wide receivers who wore number

88. Including profiles of legends like Michael Irvin and others, it offers insights into their journey to

greatness. Readers will find inspiring stories of perseverance, teamwork, and championship victories.

4. Catch of a Lifetime: The Stories Behind Dallas Cowboys’ #88

Catch behind-the-scenes tales and personal stories from players who wore the famous 88 jersey. The

book combines interviews, game highlights, and off-field experiences to paint a vivid picture of life as a

Cowboy. It’s a must-read for fans interested in the human side of football legends.

5. Dallas Cowboys: The Number 88 Tradition

This title examines the tradition and legacy carried by the number 88 throughout Dallas Cowboys

history. It covers how the number has been passed down, its significance in the locker room, and its

influence on team culture. The book also explores fan reactions and the jersey’s place in Cowboys

memorabilia.

6. 88 and Counting: The Impact of Dallas Cowboys Wide Receivers

Focusing on statistics and game-changing plays, this book highlights the impact of players wearing 88

on the Dallas Cowboys’ success. It offers detailed game analyses, season reviews, and career

milestones that define the number’s importance. Football enthusiasts will appreciate the deep dive into

tactical contributions.

7. The Cowboy’s Crown Jewel: Number 88

This narrative-driven book tells the story of how the number 88 became the crown jewel of the Dallas

Cowboys franchise. Through player stories, coaching insights, and fan perspectives, it reveals the



mystique surrounding this iconic number. The book also touches on how 88 players have shaped NFL

history.

8. From Irvin to Lamb: The Future of 88 in Dallas Cowboys History

Covering the past, present, and future, this book connects the dots between legendary 88s like

Michael Irvin and current stars like CeeDee Lamb. It examines how the legacy is being upheld and

what lies ahead for the number in Dallas Cowboys football. Young fans and analysts alike will find this

a forward-looking tribute.

9. Gridiron Greats: The Stories of Dallas Cowboys’ 88s

A collection of biographies and career highlights, this book celebrates all the notable players who have

worn number 88 for the Cowboys. It includes personal milestones, championship triumphs, and the

challenges they overcame. The book is a comprehensive homage to one of the NFL’s most revered

jersey numbers.
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