
a break with charity by ann rinaldi
a break with charity by ann rinaldi is a historical novel that delves into
the Salem witch trials, exploring themes of fear, injustice, and courage.
This captivating work by Ann Rinaldi offers readers a glimpse into the early
American colonial period, blending historical facts with compelling fictional
narrative. The story centers on a young protagonist caught in the turmoil of
witchcraft accusations and the societal pressures of the time. Through vivid
characterization and detailed setting, the novel provides an insightful
portrayal of the complexities surrounding the infamous trials. This article
will examine the plot, historical context, themes, characters, and the
significance of the novel in young adult literature. Additionally, it will
highlight the writing style and critical reception of this important work.
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Plot Summary of A Break with Charity by Ann Rinaldi

Historical Context and Background

Main Characters and Character Analysis

Themes and Motifs in the Novel

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Critical Reception and Literary Significance

Plot Summary of A Break with Charity by Ann
Rinaldi
The narrative of a break with charity by ann rinaldi follows Susanna English,
a young girl living in Salem Village during the late 17th century. The story
begins with Susanna grappling with her isolation and a desire to fit in with
the influential Putnam family. As the witch trials commence, Susanna faces a
moral dilemma when she witnesses the hysteria and accusations spreading
rapidly throughout her community. The plot unfolds as she balances fear,
loyalty, and truth, ultimately making a courageous decision that sets her
apart from the rest. The novel's pacing captures the mounting tension and
paranoia pervasive during this dark period of colonial American history.

Key Events in the Story
The plot is marked by several pivotal moments that shape Susanna’s journey
and the overall narrative:



Susanna’s social struggles and her desire to be accepted by the Putnams.

The initial accusations of witchcraft in Salem and the community’s
reaction.

Susanna’s conflicted feelings as she witnesses friends and neighbors
being accused.

The climactic court scenes where Susanna must decide whether to conform
or stand against injustice.

The aftermath of the trials and Susanna’s personal growth and
reconciliation with her conscience.

Historical Context and Background
a break with charity by ann rinaldi is firmly rooted in the historical events
of the Salem witch trials of 1692. This period was characterized by
widespread fear of witchcraft, religious fanaticism, and social tensions
within the Puritan community of Massachusetts Bay Colony. The novel
accurately depicts the cultural and social norms of the time, including the
role of religion, gender dynamics, and the legal procedures that led to the
persecution of alleged witches.

The Salem Witch Trials
The Salem witch trials were a series of hearings and prosecutions that
resulted in the execution of twenty people and the imprisonment of many
others. The trials arose from a combination of superstition, fear of the
devil, and personal vendettas. Ann Rinaldi’s novel captures the atmosphere of
suspicion and the devastating consequences of mass hysteria.

Puritan Society and Beliefs
The novel also provides insight into Puritan society, highlighting its strict
moral codes and the influence of religious doctrine on daily life. These
elements are crucial to understanding the motivations behind the witch trials
and the community’s readiness to accept accusations without substantial
evidence.

Main Characters and Character Analysis
The strength of a break with charity by ann rinaldi lies in its complex
characters, particularly the protagonist Susanna English. Each character



embodies different facets of the Salem community, from the fearful to the
fanatic, and the courageous to the complicit.

Susanna English
Susanna is portrayed as a thoughtful and brave young woman who struggles with
her conscience and the pressures of conforming to societal expectations. Her
internal conflict and ultimate decision to speak out against the injustice
highlight themes of integrity and moral courage.

Ann Putnam
Ann Putnam represents the zealotry and hysteria that fueled the witch trials.
Her accusations catalyze much of the conflict in the story, revealing how
personal grievances and social power can manipulate public fear.

Other Notable Characters
The novel includes a variety of secondary characters that enrich the
narrative:

Rebecca Nurse, a symbol of virtue and victimization.

John Proctor, who embodies resistance to the witch hunt.

Susanna’s family members, who illustrate the social pressures on
individuals during the trials.

Themes and Motifs in the Novel
a break with charity by ann rinaldi explores several enduring themes that
resonate beyond its historical setting. These themes contribute to the
novel’s depth and relevance for young adult readers and historical fiction
enthusiasts alike.

Fear and Hysteria
The novel demonstrates how fear can escalate into collective hysteria,
leading to irrational behavior and tragic consequences. It examines the
psychological and social mechanisms that allow such panic to spread.



Justice and Injustice
The theme of justice is central to the story, as the characters navigate a
flawed legal system and societal prejudices. The novel critiques the
miscarriage of justice during the witch trials and prompts reflection on the
importance of due process.

Courage and Integrity
Susanna’s journey embodies the challenge of maintaining personal integrity in
the face of overwhelming pressure. The motif of courage serves as a
counterpoint to the fear and conformity prevalent in the community.

Community and Isolation
The tension between belonging and individuality is a recurring motif.
Susanna’s struggle to find her place highlights the dangers of social
exclusion and the cost of dissent.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques
Ann Rinaldi’s writing style in a break with charity by ann rinaldi combines
historical detail with accessible prose suitable for young adult readers. The
narrative is presented from Susanna’s perspective, allowing for an intimate
understanding of her emotions and dilemmas.

Use of First-Person Narrative
The first-person point of view enables readers to engage deeply with
Susanna’s internal conflict and the unfolding events. This technique enhances
the emotional impact and immediacy of the story.

Historical Accuracy and Fictionalization
The novel balances factual historical information with creative storytelling.
Rinaldi incorporates real events and figures while fictionalizing Susanna’s
character to provide a personalized lens on the Salem witch trials.

Language and Tone
The language reflects the period setting without becoming inaccessible. The
tone is serious and reflective, underscoring the novel’s themes of moral
complexity and social critique.



Critical Reception and Literary Significance
a break with charity by ann rinaldi has been widely recognized for its
contribution to historical fiction and young adult literature. Critics have
praised the novel for its engaging narrative, nuanced characters, and
effective portrayal of a challenging historical episode.

Educational Value
The book is frequently used in educational settings to introduce students to
the Salem witch trials and to discuss broader issues of justice, fear, and
societal pressures. Its approachable style makes it a valuable resource for
teaching American history and literature.

Impact on Young Adult Readers
Rinaldi’s novel resonates with young readers by exploring themes of identity,
moral courage, and the consequences of conformity. It encourages critical
thinking about history and the importance of standing up for truth.

Literary Awards and Recognition
While not always the recipient of major literary awards, a break with charity
has earned acclaim in literary circles for its historical authenticity and
storytelling. It remains a significant work in Ann Rinaldi’s bibliography and
in the genre of historical young adult fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Break with Charity' by
Ann Rinaldi?
'A Break with Charity' explores themes of truth, courage, and the
consequences of fear during the Salem Witch Trials.

Who is the protagonist in 'A Break with Charity'?
The protagonist is Susanna English, a young girl who struggles with her
conscience during the Salem Witch Trials.

What historical event is depicted in 'A Break with



Charity'?
The book is set during the Salem Witch Trials of 1692 in colonial
Massachusetts.

How does Susanna English’s character develop
throughout the story?
Susanna grows from a naive girl willing to stay silent out of fear to a brave
individual who stands up for truth and justice.

What role does friendship play in 'A Break with
Charity'?
Friendship is central to the story, as Susanna’s relationships are tested by
the hysteria and accusations surrounding the witch trials.

How accurate is 'A Break with Charity' in portraying
the Salem Witch Trials?
Ann Rinaldi’s novel is historically based and incorporates real events and
figures, though some characters and dialogues are fictionalized for narrative
purposes.

What message does 'A Break with Charity' convey to
young readers?
The book encourages readers to question injustice, think critically, and have
the courage to speak out against wrongdoing.

Why did Ann Rinaldi choose to write about the Salem
Witch Trials?
Ann Rinaldi was drawn to the Salem Witch Trials because of their dramatic
impact on a community and the timeless lessons about fear and morality.

What challenges does Susanna face in the novel?
Susanna faces social pressure, fear of accusation, moral dilemmas, and the
risk of alienation from her community and family.

How does 'A Break with Charity' address the theme of
mass hysteria?
The novel illustrates how fear and suspicion can spread rapidly, leading to
irrational behavior and devastating consequences for innocent people.



Additional Resources
1. The Devil's Arithmetic by Jane Yolen
This historical novel explores the horrors of the Holocaust through the eyes
of a modern Jewish girl who is transported back in time to a Nazi
concentration camp. Like *A Break with Charity*, it delves into themes of
courage, survival, and the impact of historical events on young people. The
story emphasizes the importance of remembering and learning from the past.

2. Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson
Set during the American Revolutionary War, this novel follows a young
enslaved girl named Isabel who fights for her freedom and her sister's
safety. The book shares *A Break with Charity*'s focus on historical
settings, moral dilemmas, and the resilience of a young protagonist facing
oppression and injustice.

3. Caleb's Crossing by Geraldine Brooks
This novel tells the story of the first Native American to graduate from
Harvard College in the 17th century. It explores themes of cultural conflict,
faith, and friendship, much like *A Break with Charity*, which also examines
the clash of beliefs and social pressures in early American history.

4. The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare
Set in colonial Connecticut, this book follows a young woman accused of
witchcraft due to her unconventional ways and outsider status. Similar to *A
Break with Charity*, it highlights the dangers of superstition, fear, and
intolerance in a Puritan community.

5. Sarah Bishop by Scott O'Dell
This historical novel is about a young girl surviving in the wilderness after
being orphaned during the American Revolution. Like *A Break with Charity*,
it focuses on themes of courage, survival, and the strength of a young female
protagonist in a harsh historical setting.

6. Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson
Set during the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia, this novel follows a
teenage girl navigating the dangers and losses brought by the disease. It
parallels *A Break with Charity* in portraying a young protagonist's growth
amid crisis and historical turmoil.

7. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor
This book centers on an African American family in the segregated South
during the 1930s and deals with racism, injustice, and family strength. While
set in a different time and place, it shares *A Break with Charity*'s
exploration of social conflict and standing up for one's beliefs.

8. Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse
A novel in verse about a young girl living through the Dust Bowl during the
Great Depression. It captures the hardships of historical events and personal
loss, echoing *A Break with Charity*'s themes of endurance and hope in
difficult times.



9. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
This story follows a Danish girl who helps her Jewish friend escape the Nazis
during World War II. Like *A Break with Charity*, it highlights bravery,
friendship, and standing against injustice in a historical context.
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